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A case of double superior caval vein associated with
paired azygos veins and aberrant muscle bands in the right ventricle

Osamu TADOKORO

Department of Oral Anatomy I, School of Dentistry, Matsumoto Dental University
Summary

During routine dissection by dental students at Matsumoto Dental University 2008, a
case of double superior caval vein associated with paired azygos veins was found in a 66—
year—old Japanese female cadaver. Both the left and right branchiocephalic veins were
formed by the union of the left internal jugular, left vertebrate, and left subclavian veins.
Calibers of the left and right superior caval veins were almost the same size, approximately
20mm, respectively. In between the left and right superior caval vein, there was a small an-
astomosis 3mm in width, running obliquely from the upper left to lower right. The left su-

~ perior caval vein coursed vertically downward along the aorta and left pulmonary arteries,
passed between the left cardiac auricle and the left pulmonary veins to join the coronary
sulcus.

Both the left and right azygos veins joined the superior caval veins at the level of the 4 th
thoracic vertebra, receiving superior intercostal veins, respectively. The present case be-

? respectively. In addi-

longed to type D of Nandy and Blair®, and type lla of Takenoshita
tion, 4 anastomoses between both the azygos vein in front of the vertebral bodies from the 6
th to 9 th thoracic vertebrae and aberrant muscle bands in the right ventricle were also

found in the present case.
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