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Summary

Computed tomography is the curréntly accepted method of objectively diagnosing for
endosseous implants. In preparation for an endosseous implant, diagnosis and treatment
planning are the most important factors for successful treatment. Until now the practi-
tioner has used general X-ray examination, i. e., general filming with dental film, occlusal
method and tomography such as orthopantomography, to establish the exact strategy for
treatment. Although these methods have been available to support the establishment of
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treatment strategy, the information obtained was only two-dimensional. A three-dimen-

sional display made from two-dimensional images allows the doctor to visualize the entire

anatomical structure, and is increasingly becoming a valuable method in preoperative

planning.

In this paper, the authors describe the advantages of using a three-dimensional display

of mandibular edentulous dry bone in preoperative planning. The vertical and,or horizon-

tal distance between the mandibular canal and the alveolar process were measured. The

results suggeste that computed tomography provides valualbe information when establish-

ing the diagnosis and planning the treatment.
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