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The Current Condition of Oral Diagnosis
in Dental Educational Systems

Susumu TOKUUE

Department of oral Diagnostics and Surgery, Matsumoto Dental College
(Cheif : Prof. S. Tokuue)

Summary

In a previous investigation of the historical development of Japanese dental colleges,
I have shown how each specialty has developed its own specific therapeutic methodologies,
making it difficult to establish a specialty dealing exclusively with diagnosis. But oral
diagnosis has been in existence since the Meiji period, and I believe it is necessary to create
a single specialty called “Oral Diagnostics.”
Here I report the investigation of the current condition of oral diagnosis in 29 dental
curricula in Japan. The results are as follows. .
1. Lectures and preliminary medical examinations in oral diagnosis are given in 11
colleges.
2. Lectures are not.given, but preliminary medical examinations are conducted in 14
colleges.
3. Lectures are not given, but preliminary examinations are given by each separate
clinic within the institution in 4 colleges.
In conclusion, I feel that in order to establish a more standard and functional dental
education; it is necessary to create a field such as “Oral Diagnostics,” in which the dental
“student approaches the oral region as a whole as the main object of study.
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