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A Study of Dry-heat Sterilizer
—The relationship between glass beads and thickness of prepared root canals—
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Summary

It is speculated that the glass beads used in dry-heat sterilizers adhere to the sterilizing

endodontic instruments, such as cotton pellets, and are carried into root canals resulting in

the closing of root canals.

This study was done to establish the smallest see of glass bead possible to use that would

not close prepared root canals.
The results were as follows :

1. In the case of the single rooted tooth with one root canal, almost no glass beads of 2.0

mm in diameter closed the root canals, and very few 2.5 mm beads closed the root ca-

nals.

2. In molars, it was observed that 2.0 mm glass beads could not enter the root canals at all.
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