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An Outline on the Papers Printed in the Journal of the Japan Prosthodontic Society
—LEspecially on the transition in esthetic crown prosthesis—

MitsuHARU AMARI and Fumisairo YANAGIDA

Department of Prosthodontics I, Matsumoto Dental University School of Dentistry
(Chief : Prof. M. Amari)

Summary

In order to understand the present state of things, anticipate the future, and bring about
improvements, it is useful to know the history of changes. We, as members of the Japan
Prosthodontics Society, would like to show the transition that has taken place in prostho-
dontics by summarizing the literature between Volumes 1 and 42 of the Society’s Journal.
As crown—and bridge prosthodontists, in particular, we would like to show the transition in
esthetic crown prostheses.

There have been 2,983 papers published in the Journal through Volume 42. Papers on es-
thetic crown prostheis exceeded 50% of all contributions in Volume 31 (1987). In the last 12
years, frequency of this topic has decreased to about 4% of all papers.

Because occlusion, mandibular movement and dental materials are studied profoundly in
prosthodontics, many papers on esthetic crown prosthesis are related to oral physiology and
dental technology. Clinical case reports and statistical research have been published mostly
in the 15 years since re—issue, and have decreased ever since. This is characteristic of a sci-
entific society, where much research comes out of research institutes and universities.
Recently, papers on implant prosthesis and esthetic dentistry have gradually increased to
reflect the demands of the times.

In summarizing the work on esthetic crown prosthesis, all of the prostheses were classi-
fied as one of the following : jacket crown, facing ecrown, partial coverage crown, post crown,
or adhesive prosthesis. Concerning jacket crowns, papers on twin foil porcelain and hard
resin jacket crowns in addition to porcelain and resin jacket crowns appeared since about
1980. Since about 1968, papers on all ceramic crowns increased rapidly. This indicates that
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all ceramic crowns have improved and were widely used. On facing crowns, hard resin fac-
ing crowns changed from the chemical-cure type to the light—cure type about ten years ago,
and various metals used in porcelain fused to metal crowns were studied and used in clini-
cal treatment. Papers about facing crown shave been published continually since 1969,
which suggests that facing crowns still leave room for improvement, and that they have
practical value in clinical treatment. Regarding partial coverage crowns, papers on lami-
nate veneers with a little tooth reduction have been published since 1991. Although few pa-
pers on post crown have appeared since 1974, the post crown was replaced by post core. Ad-
hesive prosthesis partial coverage was once used in bridge and splinting appliances, and
papers on it have been published for the last 15 years. The adhesive prosthesis has great
value in use, owing to a little scraped tooth material and its excellent adhesive property.
However, it still has much room for decign studies, adhesive properties, and materials.

In the last 15 years, esthetic crown prosthesis has developed significantly. In the future,
we hope to see a new type of prosthodontics in which patients’ teeth can be replaced without

complex clinical treatment or constructive techniques.
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