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Summary

Periodontal disease in children are mainly cases of gingivitis caused by local factors
such as poor oral hygiene or dental eruption. Gingivitis in children seldom presents serious
symptoms. Periodontal diseases are influenced by many factors that are interconnected.
Nevertheless, children with gingivitis have a tendency to have an increase in the level of
periodontal diseases in thier later life. The longitudinal study by McCall, Parfitt et al.
showed that most of the periodontal diseases among adults originated from chronic
gingivitis in childhood. To prevent periodontal disease in adults, it is important to find out
and make known the actual conditions of gingivitis among children and to take pertinent
countermeasures for the prevention of pediatric gingivitis. If concretely objective diagnos-
tic criteria for superficial gingivitis in children can be established, early discovery and early
prevention of periodontal diseases in children should be expected. However, as a member
of the Ministry of Health and Welfare’s study group (Study on public health of children as
heading toward to the aging society), the author had a chance to investigate the etiology
and progress of periodontal diseases in children.

Compared to periodontal diseases in adults, the symptoms of gingivitis in children is
not quite obvious. From the point of view of public health, the objective diagnostic criteria
for superficial gingivitis in children are not adequately provided.

As with the case of dental caries, periodontal diseases are influenced by many life
factors that are interconnected. Although it is difficult to isolate these relative factors from
one another, one of the major etiologic factors of periodontal diseases in children is
reported to be life customs. In this paper, the author referred to the literature and used a
multivariate analysis method to comment on the relationship among these distinctive
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factors such as life customs, behavioral patterns and life attitude of the children.
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